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The PREFACE. 


Hoever has read the Annals of King Arthur of 
immortal Memory, will find that there were 
tw) Brothers in his Court who made very diftin- 
guiſhing Figures, their Names were Noodle and 
Doodle. If any One ſhould ſuſpe me of a Defign to 
impoſe upon his Underflanding, by reaſon of the great 
Scarcity and exceſſive Price of thoſe Annals, Me him 
but repair to Mr. Watts's Printing-Office, and there 
for fo ſmall a Price as Is. he may be furniſhed with 
the Tragedy of Tragedys, a Book of unque/l:onable 
Authority, wherein he Names and ſome of the moſt 
memorable Aftions of thoſe tau eminent Courtiers are 
preſerved and tranſmitted drwn to Poſterity. 
Scriblerus Secundus, whoſe invaluable Annotations 
can never be ſufficiently read or admired, infurms us in 
lib. 2. De Rebus Geſtis Arturii, at Noodle the eldeſt 
of this par nobile Fratrum was the Contriver of that 
moſt Illuſtrious Order of the Knights of the Round 
Table, and that he was himſelf one of the firft Crea- 
tion. He likewiſe tells us, that it «was by his means 
and Adminiſtration the Court of King Arthur, that 
Britiſh Hero, was rendered ſo flouriſhing at home, aud 
fo formidable abroad : That Doodle, who was his 
Brother every Way, like the 129 Siflers Foreſight 
and Flail, in Love for Love, being employed in ſeve- 
ral weighty Negotiations of the utmoſt Impirtaiice, 
acquitted himſeif with the utmoſt Dexterity, and was 
the Delight and Wonder of every Court where-ever he 
appeared; in fine, that Britain never made ſuch a Fi- 
gure in History as under their auſpicious Influence and 
Council. ay. Age and Nation has its Noodles 
and Doodles : Spain 1 5 had her Noodle Alberoni 
and Ripperda; 12 had her Noodles Albani and 
Colcia ; Vienna her Noodles Eugene and Sinzen- 
dorff; 
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dorff; Poland her Noodles Fleming and Hoym ; 
and Muſcovy, not to be behind hand, her N oodles 
Schaffirof, Menzikoff and Dolgoroucki. Noodle 
Dubois with his Brother Fleury, have adorned the 
Polite Court of France, and Necdle Oxford aud Bo- 
lingbroke the Court of Great Britain: Nay, I don't 
in the leaſt queSl:on but that ſome of the Admirers f a 
certain Great Man, will think he richly deſerves the 
fame Appellation. _ 

But io return to our Knight; having produced ſuch 
irrefragable Authority of his not being a fictitious but 
a real Hero, T Hope, neither the ingeniuus Mr. Osborn, 
or Mr. Walſingham, will pretend to interpret the 


 Jollowing Ballad to be an alluſion to any Per ſons now in 


Being. Treaties were made in the Days of good King 
Arthur as well as in Ours, and the Intereſt of Eng- 
land was equally the ſame 47.7% as at preſent. N "En 
fore having premiſed thus much in my Tuslificatioa, to 


obviate the Malice of all ignorant CYiticks and Cenſu- 
rers, I will detain the Reader no longer in the Porch, 


but open the Door, and bid him welcome to the bea En- 


tertaiument he can find. 


But hold, I had forgot one Thing that will perhaps 


be thrown in my Tee. ſome Blockhead may cry out, 


Why a Preface to a Ballad ? Aud pray why not a 
Preface toa Ballad as well as a Sermon I que ſtion wwhe- 


ther any Sermon that was preached in K James IId's 


Reign did more good than Lilli burlero, &c. Beſides, 
to flop the Moaths of ſuch Dunces all at once, be it 
known to them, that the. ſ» much celebrated Odes of 
Horace were mibin but old Ro 5 Ballads. 
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HE Town being full of Con- 
ee bom 

had filling our Ka 3 Pc 

Cooplng of Frauds ang Pro- 
„ Luſion + 

Bos fear'd ite wou'd rile up in Arms, 

Whereupon, he cries out to his Brother, 


My Life and my All is at Stake; 


Therefore to allay all this Pother, 
A Vienna Treaty I'll make. 
| Ek Has 


WW" 2 
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They'll find me no Fool, tho” a Khave. 


(6 ] 


Have a Care what you do, ſays old DooblE, 


Tho' Treaties you cook up with - Eaſe ; 


I tear. you'll be found but a Nooblx, 


If you think hi the Storm will appeaſe. 


All Treaties ſo odious have been, 
Since that of Seville and Hanover; 


This will never ſerve you for a Seen, 
Nor yet your loſt Credit recover. 


Tuſh, Tuſh, quoth the Knight, in a Paſſion, 
I have thought how my Bacon to lave ; 
I never yet valued the Nation, 


Your Fears then at once to remove, 


And all cavilling Ninnys ſtrike Dumb; 
The Houle ſhall my Conduct approve, 


—ͤ — 


I have moſt of them under my Thumb. 


That's very good News, if it's true; 


But ſhou'd there come any Croſs-bite Tj 


In what a fine Pickle are you? 


The Members, who're not of your Faction, 


A hundred cramp Queſtions will ak; 
To anſwer them to Satisfaction, | 
Will, I fear, prove a very hard Task. 


Are 


7 7] ; 

Are the Works at Dunkirk demoliſh'd. 2 00 
Port Mahon and Gibraltar ſecur d? 
Is the Offend Charter aboliſh'd2? ? 8 
Your Treaty Il ne'er elſe be endurd. 
Have the Merchants amends for cheir Loſſes? > 
Do the Spaniſh. Hoſtilities ceaſe? 
If o End is pat to theſe Can n 
Will P-Itn-y d' ye think hold his Peace? 


Y 


F& 15 


- 


You ſtumble at Straus, quoth the Kaus, 
I value him not of a Flea; 0 ba? 
He ne're yet got any thing by't . 
When he offer'd to meddle with me. 
Whit Penſions and Bribes do prevail, 
And a R-v-r nd B-nch will ſtand by me, | 
To him I ſhall never turn Tall. 
Then as ſoon as he will let him try me. 


"Tis true they have been your faſt Friends, 
And very good Service they ve done you; 
But were it not for their own Ends 
As much as they court you, they d ſhun you. 
Therefore, Noob, take care ere too late, 
For ſhould they chance once to forſake you, 
Remember, I tell you your Fate, þ 
The Halter or Az will ocrtake you. 


P I ithee, 
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peicher, Doovs, look you to yourſelf, 
You are not yet a Prophet 1 hope 5 
No M-n-ſt-r with half my Pelf, 
Ever ſufferd by Ar or by Rope. 
In vain then Pliny may preach, | 
And to bring me to Puniſhment try; 
Since thoſe Perſons who ſhould me _—_ 
Are as deep in the Mire as I. 


de Freieb then Dunkirk may keep, 
And Gibraltar may be ſurrender d; $9 
But to lull the People aſleep, 

There ſhall be an Equivalent hinder. | 
Hold, Brother, think well what you've ſaid, 
That Word is now grown out of Faſhion: 5: 
Ever ſince the Union was made, 
It has been _— the Nation. 


Then als your vain Fears, ny * Boy, 

I warrant you we are ſecure; | 1 
In Peace weil our Treaſures enjoy, 
Since I've! made a Majoriey ſure. 

Vet are you not ſafe, my dear Knight,” 
Tho by them you ſhould be acquitted; 
Should the Peoples Rage come to a height, 
They may riſe, and you be De- Mitted. 
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